Letters from W. Micholitz to Frederik Sander
 

001a Micholitz to Sander




Tottenham, 23/2/1882

Dear Sir,

Last year I took the liberty to ask you for an engagement and you were good enough to promise that you would consider me in case of a vacancy.

Since you appear to have forgotten about me due to the preoccupations of your business, I would like to approach you once more, hoping that this will not inconvenience you, and asking you to remember me if in the course of the spring there should be a vacancy in your establishment.

Please forgive my persistence, but it has been my greatest wish for a number of years to work with you.

In expectation of a favourable reply, 


I remain,


Yours faithfully


W. Micholitz

Cypripedium sp. novum

Leaves spreading, oblong ligulate, 6 – 7 centimetres broad, 25 – 30 cm long, ciliolate at the basis, slightly undulate at the margins, keeled beneath, keel prominent, sharp, light green above, faintly tesselated with dark green, pale green beneath. Flower scape erect, slightly nodding, 30 – 45 cm long, dark brown, densely hairy, 10 – 17 and more ? flowered. Bracts 2 – 4 cm long, folded, keeled beneath, semi ovate and slightly ciliolate above, green. Ovary 6 – 7 cm long, brown, densely hairy, obscurely 6 angulate. Flower 9 – 10 cm across vertically, upper sepal orbicular 3 ½ cm broad and of the same length, undulate and slightly ciliolate at the margins, greenish or greenish white. The margin of a somewhat lighter colour, shining, at the base tinged with blackish purple on each half of the front, from which some 4 – 5 darker lines run up to the sides and the apex, leaving the middle and the margins free, the back green, slightly keeled and densely hairy. Lower sepal nearly the same length as the upper sepal, oblong-ovate, obscurely double keeled, light green with a few dark purplish lines on the front, and densely hairy behind. Petals spreading, ligulate, 5 centimetres long and one cm broad, twisted, undulate and densely ciliolate at the margins, greenish white, densely dotted and blotched with brownish purple in 10 – 12 longitudinal lines, the tips somewhat less densely dotted, the back similarly but lighter coloured. Labellum pouch like, inflated, 6 cm long of a light purplish violet, dotted thickly all over with dots of dark purple, leaving only a narrow rim of greenish white, also the upper part of the infolded lobes, the lower part of them and also the inside of the lip dotted with purple. Staminode O shaped, smooth blackish or blackish purple with a green spot near the basis and the apex also green, sometimes also with a green line through the middle.


W. Micholitz


Translated by: Maren Talbot
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